Proscenium

George Woollands and Margaret Rendle founded Proscenium in 1924 The
company’s first production was the now little-known The Tide, by Basl
McDonald Hastings. Since then the cmpany has performed nealy two
hundred and fifty plays, using Harrow as a base since 1945 In this time
Proscenium has built up a strong reputation for performing challenging plays
(both classc and contemporary) to a high standard.

If you would like to find out more @out Proscenium, pleasse mntad:

The Seaetary, Proscenium, 02089542761

Our Next Production

will be at the Compass Theatre, | ckenham from November 15" - 18",

For full details of this, and our other productionsin the 2000/2001 Season, join
our free mailing list.

If you would like to do so, please give your name and address to one of our
ushers, or contact

The Seaetary, Proscenium, 02089542761

In accor dance with the requir ements of the Council:

" Per sons shall not be permitted to sit or stand in any of the gangways inter secting the
seating, or to st in any of the other gangways."
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Pygmalion

By Bernard Shaw
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The ation takes place in London in 1912

Act1l  Covent Garden, 11.15pm

Act 2 1lam the next day, Higgns' laboratory, Wimpole St

Act 3  MrsHiggns flat, ChelseaEmbankment
Interval (fifteen minutes)

Act4  Midnight, Wimpole St
Act 5  Thenext morning, Mrs Higgns' flat

Thanks also to Dave Buckley and Harrow Talking Newspaper

Eventsof 1912-13

Robert Scott reaches the South Pole to discover Amundsen has beaten him to it

Albert Berry in the USA makestheworld’sfirst parachute jump from an
aeroplane

Henri Semiet makesthe first non-stop flight from Paristo London. An air mail
service begins between the two cities

L'Apres Midi d'un Faune, ballet created by Nijinsky, premiered
Thefirst isae of Pravda appears

Carl Laemmle founds Universal Studiosin Los Angeles
Thefirst Keystone Copsfilm isreleased

Richard Strauss opera Ariadne auf Naxos premiered

DH Lawrencewrites his play The Daughter-in-Law

Jung publishes his Theory of Psychoanalysis

TheHouse of Lordsrejedsa Bill for Irish Home Rule

Thefirst Royal Command Performance Variety Bill i ncludes Irving Berlin's
Alexander’s Ragtime Band

Grand Central Station, New York, theworld’slargest railway station, opens
Suffragette leader Emmeline Pankhurst jailed for inciting arson

Dr Harry Plotz discovers typhus vaccine and Professor Behring makes a new
serum for diptheria

The Rite of Spring, ballet by Stravinsky, premiered
The Panama Canal is opened

Marcel Proust publishesfirst volume of A La Recherche du Temps Perdu
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Bernard Shaw

Born in Dublin (July 26)

Comes to London, begins literary career
by ghosting music criticism

Writes five unsuccessful novels

Elected member of newly-formed Fabian
Society
Successful career asmusic critic

First play, Widowers' Houses produced
Mrs Warren's Professon

Arms andthe Man, Candda
Successful career as dramacritic

The Denil’s Disciple
Caesar and Cleopara. Marries wealthy heiressCharlotte Payne Townsend

Captain Brasdbounds Conversion

Man and Sugrman

Vedrenne and Granvill e-Barker
productions at the Royal Court Theatre
establish Shaw as siccessul playwright
JohnBull’s Other Idand

Major Barbara

The Doctor’ s Dilemna

Getting Married

Misalliance

Androcles andthe Lion, Pygmalion
Publi shes Comnonsense Abou the War, arousing immense hostility
Heartbreak House

Back to Methuselah

Sant Joan

Awarded Nobel Prizefor Literature

Publi shes The Intelli gent Woman's Guide to Saialism and Capitalism
The Apple Cart

The Milli onaress

Charlotte dies

2 November: dies at homein Ayot St Lawrence

Bernard Shaw Quotes

Nothingis ever acamplished by a reasonable man

Thelonger | live the more | seethat | am never wrongabou anything, and that all the pains that |
have so humbly taken to verify my nations have only wasted my time

| never resist temptation kecause | have foundthings that are bad for me do nd tempt me (The
Apple Cart-1930

There ae some experiencesin life which shodd na be demanded twice from any man, and ore of
them is li stening to the Brahms Requiem

Is the devil to have dl the passons as well as all the goodtunes? (Man & Superman-1903

Chessis afodlish expedient for making idle people beli eve they are doing something very clever
when they are only wasting their time

Do na waste your time on Socia Questions. What is the matter with the poar is poverty; what is
the matter with the rich is Uselesqiess

Do na try to live for ever. Youwill not succeel

The though of two thousand people munching cdery at the same time harrified me (explaining
why he turned down an invitation to a vegetarian dnner)

If youcanna get rid of the family skeleton, you may as well make it dance

Patriotism is a pernicious, psychatic form of idiocy

Patriotism is your conviction that this courtry is superior to al others becaise youwere bornin it
Peaceis nat only better than war, but infinitely more aduous

Reviewing hes one advantage over suicide; in suicide you take it out on youself; in reviewing you
takeit out on ather people

What we cdl educaion and cultureis for the most part nothing bu the substitution o reading for
experience, of literature for life, of the obsolete for the mntemporary red

Life does not cease to be funnywhen people die; any more than it ceases to be serious when people
laugh

The reasonable man adapts himself to the world; the unreasonable man persists in trying to adapt
the world to himself. Therefore, al progressdepends on the unreasonable man

The worst sin towards our fellow creauresis not to hate them, but to be indiff erent to them; that's
the esence of humanity



Covent Garden

Shelling peas, Covent Garden 1922

Covent Garden market, ¢.1910

On a Saturday — the coster’s business day — it is computed that as many as 2,000
donkey-barrows, and upwards of 3,000 women with shallows and head baskets visit
this market during the forenoon..Flower-girls, with large bundes of violets under
their arms, run past, leavingatrail of perfume behind them...

As you walk away from this busy scene, you med in every stred barrows and
costers hurrying hane. The pump in the market is now surrounded by a cluster of
clattering wenches quarreling ower whose turn it is to water their drogping violets,
and on the steps of Covent Garden are seated the shodess girls, tying up the
halfpenny and penny bundes...

From London Labour and the London Poor, Henry Mayhew (1851)
Dustmen

One half at least of the dustmen’s earningsis, | am asaured, expended on dink,
baoth man andwoman asgsting in squandering their moneyin thisway. They
usualy livein rooms for which theypay from 1s.6d. to 2s. per weekrent, threeor
four dustmen andtheir wives lodgng in the same house. Theserooms are
cheealesslooking, and dmost always unfurnished - and ae always Stuated in
some low stred or lane nat far from the dustyard...

Henry Mayhew

Bernard Shaw and Pygmalion

“There must be something radically wrong with the play if it pleases
everybody,” Shaw wrote of Pygmalion, “but at the moment | cannot find out
what it is”...

Shaw took his title from Greek mythology. Pygmalion, King of Cyprus, had
made an ivory statue of a girl, which was 2 beautiful he fell in love with it. He
prayed to Aphrodite to gve the statue life. His wish was granted and he
marr ied her...

One particular humiliation Shaw was determined to avoid. When Franz L ehar,
creator of The Merry Widow, offered to make a musical of Pygmalion, he
resolutely refused permisson. To all composers for the rest of his life he gave
the same reply. “I absolutely forbid any such outrage,” he wrote when in his
ninety-seand year. This was one battle he thought he had won. So spare him a
thought when you next hear one of the tunes from My Fair Lady.

Michad Holroyd
(Nationd Theatre Programre, April 1992

In response to Treés reiterated request [Shaw] promised to witness the hundredth
performance...He found what he expected, that Treg who loved romantic endings,
had hit on the idea of throwing flowers to Eliza in the brief interval between the end
of the play and the fall of the curtain, thus letting the audience know that a marriage
would shortly take place between the Professor and the flower-girl, which was in
flagrant opposition to the author’ s conception d their characters and relationship.

In several letters that passed between them Shaw tried to make Treeaware of the
error and Treetried to make Shaw aware of the box office.

“My ending makes money; you ought to be grateful,” said Tree

“Your endingis damnable: you ought to be shat,” replied Shaw.

From Beerbohm Tree by Hesketh Pearson



