NOTES ON THE PLAY

Our author has used the ancient legend of Helen of Troy as
a background for his play. Helen, the wife of Menelaus, king of
Sparta, has eloped with Paris and been brought to the Trojan court.
The Greeks demand retribution and the Trojan War ensues.
Giraudoux shows us the moment when war might have been averted.
He reveals the forces of war, poetic, political, scientific and banal
determined to fight. Hector, a disillusioned warrior supported by
his mother, Hecuba and his wife Andromache strives to prevent
the Trojan fall. How these efforts are frustrated is the core of
the play.

Troy -fell, her sons were slain, her daughters were carried off
to captivity and the legend completed.

In these days the play is as urgent and relentless as in these
ancient times. GW.W.
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